Parkinsonism induced by indeloxazine hydrochloride in the elderly.
Two elderly patients, aged 74 and 77 years, had typical symptoms of parkinsonism when treated with 60 mg of indeloxazine hydrochloride daily; the symptoms disappeared when indeloxazine was withdrawn. Results of animal studies indicate that indeloxazine increases slightly the dopamine content in the frontal cortex and striatum and markedly decreases levels of the dopamine metabolites 3,4-dihydroxy phenylacetic acid and homovanillic acid in most brain areas. In the two cases of parkinsonism, indeloxazine probably depressed dopamine release by inhibiting dopamine-containing nerve function, producing the parkinsonian symptoms. Since the brain dopamine content decreases in elderly persons, due care should be exercised when treating elderly patients with indeloxazine.